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New England Rail Coalition Urges “Yes” on Question 3
On June 8, when Maine voters go to the polls, they’ll have an important opportunity to strengthen Maine’s economy, and to build a more robust, balanced and cleaner transportation system for the future, by supporting three important rail projects.  They’ll be able to do so by voting “yes” on Question 3.  

A major project to be funded by the bond package is the state’s purchase – with funding support from private sources – of 233 miles of freight rail lines in Aroostook County currently owned by the Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway (MMA).  With MMA seeking to abandon these lines, preservation of this freight rail infrastructure – a critical transportation lifeline for business and industry in Aroostook County – is essential to the many businesses that currently rely on rail shipping.  It’s also essential  to future business and industry which, without freight rail service, may choose to locate elsewhere.  

Preservation of MMA’s rail lines also is essential to retaining and building upon a statewide freight rail network that can help make Maine more economically competitive.  Losing this infrastructure will not only take Maine in the wrong economic direction, it will cut off a freight route that helps protect Mainers by reducing heavy truck traffic on our roads and by limiting shipping-related air pollution – including greenhouse gas emissions – harmful to the environment and public health. 

The Question 3 bond package also will enhance two major east-west rail routes located in southern Maine: the St. Lawrence & Atlantic line between Yarmouth and Auburn, and portions of the Mountain Division line from Portland to Fryeburg.  These projects will not only enable freight rail opportunities, but will also lay the foundation for future passenger rail operations.  The Yarmouth-Auburn investment will enable passenger rail service between Portland and Lewiston-Auburn, and on to Montreal, while connecting into the Downeaster line to Boston and Brunswick. The Mountain Division rehabilitation will provide a foundation for future rail transit for the commuter routes between Portland and its western suburbs.

Investments in rail can be a powerful engine for sustainable economic growth, and a critically important tool for linking communities and bolstering local economies.  One must look no further than Amtrak’s Downeaster service – the result of TrainRiders Northeast’s work – to see the significant economic benefits of rail in generating transit-oriented development, and in connecting Maine communities with one another, and with other cities in New England.  Continued investments that build upon the historic network of rails throughout the region will make Maine and the New England region as a whole stronger.   
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Recognizing the important value of rail to the region, more than forty entities recently joined together to form the New England Rail Coalition – a collaboration aimed at vastly improving the region’s rail network to provide a balanced and more sustainable transportation system, and to enhance connectivity within New England, and between New England and other regions of the country (and Canada).  The New England Rail Coalition (www.newenglandrailcoalition.org) commends the Maine legislature for recognizing the value of these projects, and urges voters to support them by voting “yes” on Question 3.     
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