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August 24, 2009

Mr. Ray LaHood, Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Mr. Joseph C. Szabo, Administrator

Federal Railroad Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood and Administrator Szabo:

On March 27, 2009, we, the New England Rail Coalition, wrote to express our strong support for the investment of American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds in high-speed and intercity rail and, more particularly, investments that will improve and expand New England’s passenger and freight rail system.  As we stated in that correspondence (enclosed herewith), investing in New England “will pay enormous dividends by leveraging ongoing and much-needed investments in the Northeast Corridor, which enjoys the highest ridership among Amtrak’s service, and which serves as the ‘spine’ of New England’s intercity passenger rail system.”  

The New England Rail Coalition – a collaboration of business interests, planners, and transportation and environmental advocates which has grown substantially in recent months – writes today to reiterate its support for investing in New England rail infrastructure and related planning, and to voice its strong support for the projects identified at the August 3, 2009 New England Rail Summit in Burlington, Vermont, and for which the New England states are submitting project and/or planning applications for ARRA funding, including:

· Extension of the Amtrak Downeaster to Brunswick, Maine, and improvements to increase the Downeaster’s speed;

· Establishment of service on the designated Boston-to-Montreal high-speed-rail corridor through New Hampshire;

· Upgrade of track and facilities on Vermont’s Western Corridor, providing service through Bennington and Rutland to Burlington;

· Improvements to infrastructure on the New England Central Railroad line, used by Amtrak’s Vermonter service, between the MA/VT border and St. Albans, VT;

· Establishment of the Knowledge Corridor intercity passenger rail service in western Massachusetts, reducing Amtrak Vermonter travel time and providing new service for several communities; 

· The N.H. Capitol Corridor connecting major New Hampshire cities, the Manchester-Boston Regional Airport, and Boston;

· Improvements to the “Inland Route” connecting Boston and New York through Worcester, Springfield, Hartford and New Haven.

· Connecting Providence, Boston and T.F. Green Airport in Rhode Island via the Northeast Corridor;

· Substantial infrastructure improvements, and increased service on, the Springfield Line serving the cities of New Haven, Hartford and Springfield and other communities;

· Improving Northeast Corridor infrastructure in Rhode Island and Connecticut. 

Investments in these projects will be essential to building a balanced transportation system for the region that stimulates and supports sustainable and equitable economic growth; reduces greenhouse gas emissions (transportation is the region’s largest and fastest growing source of global warming pollution); supports vital, livable communities, with greater housing opportunities; provides much-needed transportation choice; and  enhances freight rail operations as a means to reduce the environmental and wear-and-tear impacts of trucks, and provide greater options for the movement of goods.

Investing in New England rail will have the added benefits of leveraging and greatly improving an already extensive network of intercity rail lines, and fostering a much-needed connection with our international trading partner to the north.  As stated in our prior correspondence, investments in these projects will strongly leverage funding for Amtrak and enhancements to the Northeast Corridor, including the prospect of a North-South Rail Link, by building off the regional “spine” of the Northeast Corridor “in a way that better integrates (1) the New England states with one another, (2) the New England region with other regions of the country, and (3) the northeast region with Canada.”

We are heartened by Administrator Szabo’s statements at the August 3, 2009 New England Rail Summit in Burlington, Vermont, conveying the federal government’s long-term commitment to building a true high-speed and intercity rail system for the nation.  We look forward to working with you, the New England states, and other stakeholders to secure and grow that long-term, substantial commitment, and to realize a vastly improved rail system in New England that can advance President Obama’s rail vision for the nation.

Respectfully submitted,

Association for Public Transportation
Richard J. Arena

P.O. Box 51029

Boston, MA 02205

Fmr. Rep. John A. Businger (MA)

Vice Chair, North-South Rail Link Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)

33 St. Paul Street

Brookline, MA 02446

Michelle Ciccolo

Director of Community Development

Town of Hudson

78 Main Street

Hudson, MA 01749
Connecticut Chapter, American Planning Association

John D. Pagini, Professional Development Officer

846 Silver Street

Coventry, CT  06238
Connecticut Public Interest Research Group

Phineas Baxandall, Ph.D.

44 Winter Street

Boston, MA 02108

Connecticut Southern Railroad

Charles Hunter, Director of State Relations-East, RailAmerica, Inc.

2 Federal Street, Suite 201
St. Albans, Vt. 05478
Conservation Law Foundation

Thomas F. Irwin, Senior Attorney

27 North Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

Environment America

Rob McCulloch

218 D Street SE, 2nd Floor

Washington, DC  20003
Environment Maine

Paul Burns, Regional Program Director

9 Exchange Street

Portland, ME 04101
Environment New Hampshire

Paul Burns, Regional Program Director

30 South Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

Grow Smart Rhode Island

John A. Flaherty, Director of Research & Communications

235 Promenade Street, Suite 550

Providence, RI 02908

Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group

Lizzi Weyant, Staff Attorney

44 Winter Street

Boston, MA  02108

Massachusetts Smart Growth Alliance
Andre Leroux, Executive Director

15 Court Street, Suite 600

Boston, MA 02108

Molly McKay

Transportation Chair, Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club

8 Riverbend Drive

Mystic, CT 06355

Representative David McCluskey (CT) (20th Assembly District)

Deputy Speaker, Connecticut House of Representatives

Legislative Office Building, Room 4110

Hartford, CT 06106-1591

The National Corridors Initiative (founded 1989)
James P. RePass, President & CEO

59 Gates Street

Boston, MA 02127

New England Association of Regional Councils

Timothy W. Brennan

26 Central Street, Suite 34

West Springfield, MA 01089-2787

New England Central Railroad

Charles Hunter, Director of State Relations-East, RailAmerica, Inc.

2 Federal Street, Suite 201
St. Albans, Vt. 05478
New Hampshire Businesses for Transportation and Infrastructure

Mark Richardson, President 

135 Hitching Post Lane

Bedford, NH 03110
New Hampshire Planners Association

Christa Koehler, AICP

100 Market Street, Suite 204
Portsmouth, NH 03801
New Hampshire Railroad Revitalization Association

Peter J. Griffin, President

85 West Shore Road

Windham, NH 03087

New Public Transit Alliance (Rhode Island)
Jerry Elmer
c/o Sierra Club, Rhode Island Chapter
17 Gordon Avenue, Suite 208

Providence, RI  02905

Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning Association

Peg Elmer, AICP  President

Land Use Institute

Vermont Law School

So Royalton, Vermont  05068

North/South Rail Link Citizens Advisory Committee

Robert B. O’Brien, Chair

c/o CBT Architects

110 Canal Street

Boston, MA  02114
Rick Patoski
Senior HUD Community Planning and Development Programs Representative
Boston, MA
Pioneer Valley Advocates for Commuter Rail

Herbert Singleton, President

P.O. Box 90845

Springfield, MA 01139

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission

Timothy W. Brennan, Executive Director

26 Central Street, Suite 34

West Springfield, MA 01089-2787
Rail Users’ Network
Richard Rudolph, Chair

55 River Road

Steep Falls, ME 04085

Rhode Island Public Interest Research Group
Phineas Baxandall, Ph.D.

44 Winter Street

Boston, MA 02108

Smart Growth Vermont

Noelle MacKay, Executive Director

110 Main Street

Burlington, VT  05401

Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission

David J. Preece, Executive Director and CEO

438 Dubuque Street

Manchester, NH  03102-3546

Trainriders/Northeast
Wayne Davis, Chair

Box 4869 Downtown Station

Portland, ME 04112
Vermont Natural Resources Council

Brian Shupe, AICP, Sustainable Communities Program Director

9 Bailey Avenue

Montpelier, VT  05602

Vermont Planners Association

Dana Farley, President

89 Main Street, Suite 4

Montpelier, VT  05602

Vermont Public Interest Research Group

James Moore, Energy Advocate

141 Main Street, Suite 6

Montpelier, VT 05602
Vermont Rail Action Network
Christopher Parker, Executive Director
2121 Kurn Hattin Road 

Putney, VT 05346
Vermonters for a Clean Environment

Annette Smith, Executive Director

789 Baker Brook Road

Danby, VT  05739

1000 Friends of Connecticut

Heidi Green, President

PO Box 1988 -- 484 Farmington Avenue

Hartford, CT 06144-1988
cc:  
Karen Rae, FRA, Deputy Administrator


Mark Yachmetz, FRA, Associate Administrator for Rail Development
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