

July 1, 2010

New England Delegation to the United States House of Representatives

Congresswoman Carol Shea-Porter		Congressman Stephen Lynch
Congressman William Delahunt		Congressman Michael Capuano
Congressman Edward Markey		Congressman Peter Welch
Congresswoman Chellie Pingree		Congressman John Tierney
Congressman Michael Michaud		Congresswoman Niki Tsongas
Congressman Patrick Kennedy		Congressman Barney Frank 
Congressman James Langevin		Congressman James McGovern
Congressman John Larson			Congressman Richard Neal
Congressman Joe Courtney			Congressman John Olver
Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro		Congressman Paul Hodes, II
Congressman James Hines			Congressman Christopher Murphy

Re: Support for The Public Transportation Preservation Act of 2010, H.R. 5418

Dear Representatives:

The New England Rail Coalition (NERC) writes today to express our support for the $2 billion investment in transit operating funding introduced as the Public Transportation Preservation Act by Representative Michael McMahon (NY) and co-sponsored by three other representatives.  We request that you co-sponsor this important legislation.

NERC (www.newenglandrailcoalition.org) is a broad-based collaboration of business interests, planning organizations, transportation and environmental advocates, municipalities, and current and former legislators who recognize the need for significantly greater investment in public transportation in our region.  We believe that investing in transit operating funding for intercity rail will put people to work, and will help to preserve service for the millions of Americans who rely on transit every day.




Transit agencies across the country are suffering from a lack of funding, forcing them to raise fares and cut service, initiatives that disproportionately affect working families, older Americans, people with disabilities, and low-income people.  Moreover, cutting service at a time when we need to reduce our dependence on oil is simply the wrong way to go.  Investing in public transportation takes cars off the road, reduces greenhouse gases, cuts energy consumption, and perhaps most importantly, reduces our reliance on oil. 


The way that we have historically prioritized and funded transportation projects has been based mostly on outdated formulas that lead to more sprawl-inducing highways.  It is time to stop spending three times as much on highway construction projects as on transit and rail.

The Public Transportation Preservation Act will provide immediate assistance to urban and rural transit agencies, which will be used to avoid or minimize service cuts and fare increases. Passing this emergency legislation will help us to maintain and improve the critical public transportation service provided to riders in New England and across the country. 

Respectfully,

Association for Public Transportation – Massachusetts Association of Railroad Passengers
Richard J. Arena, President
P.O. Box 51029	
Boston, MA  02205

Connecticut Public Interest Research Group
Jennifer Hatch, Transportation Associate
198 Park Road, 2nd Floor
West Hartford, CT 06119

Conservation Law Foundation
Thomas F. Irwin, V.P. and N.H. Advocacy Center Director
27 North Main Street
Concord, NH 03301

Eastern Massachusetts Freight Rail Coalition 
Richard Flynn, Executive Director
59 Fountain Street, Suite 300
Framingham, MA 01702

Grow Smart Rhode Island
John A. Flaherty, Director of Research & Communications
235 Promenade Street, Suite 550
Providence, RI 02908

Robert D. Jaffin
Commissioner, Strafford Regional Planning Commission/MPO
47 Governors Rd
Rochester NH 03867




Thomas J. Kravitz
Director of Planning & Economic Development
144 Harrisville Main St.
Harrisville, RI 02830

Maine Alliance for Sustainable Transportation
Hilary Frenkel, Organizer, The League of Young Voters
142 High St. Suite 302
Portland, ME 04101	

Maine Rail Transit Coalition
Tony Donovan
27 Riverview St
Portland, Maine 04102

Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group
Lizzi Weyant, Staff Attorney
44 Winter Street
Boston, MA  02108

Massachusetts Smart Growth Alliance
Andre Leroux, Executive Director
15 Court Street, Suite 600
Boston, MA 02108	

Representative David McCluskey (CT) (20th Assembly District)
Deputy Speaker, Connecticut House of Representatives
Legislative Office Building, Room 4110
Hartford, CT 06106-1591	

Molly McKay
Transportation Chair, Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club
8 Riverbend Drive	
Mystic, CT 06355

City of Nashua, New Hampshire
Barbara Pressly
Alderman at Large
229 Main Street 
Nashua, New Hampshire 03060-2938

Nashua Regional Planning Commission
Kerrie Diers, Executive Director	
9 Executive Park Drive
East Merrimack, NH 03054

The National Corridors Initiative 
James P. RePass, President & CEO
59 Gates Street
Boston, MA 02127

New Hampshire Businesses for Transportation and Infrastructure
Mark Richardson, President 
135 Hitching Post Lane
Bedford, NH 03110

New Hampshire Railroad Revitalization Association
Peter J. Griffin, President
85 West Shore Road	
Windham, NH 03087

North-South Rail Link Citizens Advisory Committee
Robert B. O'Brien, Chair
c/o CBT Architects	
110 Canal Street
Boston, MA  02114

Rail Users’ Network
Richard Rudolph, Chair
55 River Road
Steep Falls, ME 04085

Rhode Island Public Interest Research Group
Phineas Baxandall, Ph.D.
44 Winter Street
Boston, MA 02108

Rockingham Planning Commission
Cliff Sinnott, Executive Director
156 Water Street
Exeter, NH 03833

Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission
David J. Preece, AICP, Executive Director and CEO
438 Dubuque Street
Manchester, NH 03102-3546

TrainRiders/Northeast
Wayne E. Davis, Chairman
PO Box 4869
Portland, Maine 04112

Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission
Peter G. Gregory, AICP, Executive Director
3117 Rose Hill
Woodstock, Vermont 05091

United States Public Interest Research Group
Phineas Baxandall, Ph.D.
44 Winter Street
Boston, MA 02108

Vermont Natural Resources Council
Brian Shupe, AICP
9 Bailey Avenue	
Montpelier, VT 05602

Vermont Planners Association
Dana Farley, President
c/o VLCT
89 Main Street, Suite 4
Montpelier, VT 05602

Vermont Public Interest Research Group
Paul Burns, Executive Director
141 Main Street, Suite 6
Montpelier, VT 05602	

Vermonters for a Clean Environment
Annette Smith, Executive Director
789 Baker Brook Road	
Danby, VT  05739
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