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July 31, 2009

Governor M. Jodi Rell


Governor Deval Patrick

State of Connecticut 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts


Office of the Governor


Massachusetts State House

State Capitol




Office of the Governor

210 Capitol Avenue



Room 280

Hartford, CT  06106



Boston, MA  02133

Governor John E. Baldacci


Governor John Lynch

State of Maine




State of New Hampshire

Office of the Governor


Office of the Governor

#1 State House Station


25 Capitol Street

Augusta, ME  04333-0001


Concord, NH 03301

Governor Donald L. Carcieri


Governor Jim Douglas

State of Rhode Island



State of Vermont

Office of the Governor


Office of the Governor

State House, Room 115


109 State Street, Pavilion

Providence, RI  02903



Montpelier, VT  05609-0101

Dear New England Governors:

On June 10, 2009, the New England Rail Coalition (NERC) wrote to urge you to take an active leadership role in developing, and taking the needed steps to implement, a vastly improved rail system for New England.  As discussed below, we are pleased that the New England states have worked collaboratively in these past months to improve coordination, and that the state transportation agencies have committed to ongoing collaboration.  However, in light of the urgency of the situation – namely, intense national competition for newly available, yet limited, funds – it is essential that additional steps be taken.   

In our June 10 correspondence, NERC urged the New England states to begin collaborating and developing a vision in advance of the Council of State Government’s New England Rail Summit scheduled for August 3 in Burlington, Vermont.  We also specifically requested (1) close collaboration with Canada as the New England states develop a regional rail blueprint, (2) the designation of a joint-program administrator or regional “rail czar” to implement New England’s rail blueprint, and (3) engagement in the upcoming New England Rail Summit.

We are pleased that in these past months, the New England transportation agencies have worked in collaboration to develop a rail vision for the region, and to highlight the regional benefits of projects for which funding requests are being made under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  NERC supports the projects that have been identified by the states.  We also support the Vision for the New England High-Speed and Intercity Rail Network recently published by the state transportation agencies as a good and important start, with the qualification that including the North-South Rail Link will be essential to any final vision or blueprint for the region.  

Despite the progress that has been made to date, we have three concerns at this time.

First, it is not evident that the New England states as a group have begun collaborating with Canada.  It is essential to do so, to maximize the economic benefits of better connecting New England with its trading partner to the north, and because this international connection distinguishes New England from other regions which will be competing for ARRA rail funds.  

Second, it is our understanding that none of the New England governors has committed to attend the upcoming New England Rail Summit.  While we are pleased that the transportation secretary from each state will attend, the high-level leadership that can be provided only by you will be essential to showing that New England – as a region – is serious about developing and implementing a meaningful rail plan, and capitalizing on the unique funding opportunity that exists for this brief period of time under ARRA.  As mentioned in our June 10 letter, the Midwest governors have shown strong leadership on the issue of rail, to better position their states and region in obtaining ARRA rail funds.  Just days ago, on July 27, five Midwest governors (from Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin) attended a Midwest rail summit which resulted in agreement by eight Midwest states to work cooperatively to achieve funding from ARRA to develop the Midwest passenger rail corridor.  We urge the New England governors to recognize the importance of securing ARRA rail funds for the region, and to demonstrate similar leadership.

Third, it is essential that at the New England Rail Summit the states agree to a clear structure and approach for refining and implementing the New England rail vision.  Such a structure must include a clear plan – with timetables, budgets, and assigned tasks – to ensure proper execution in the near- mid- and long-term.  As part of this execution plan, we again urge the New England states, in the near-term, to collectively hire a regional rail czar to work with you and your state transportation officials.  We believe this will be essential to providing the structure and attention necessary to effectively execute a region-wide rail vision.  Alternatively, one of New England’s six governors should take an active leadership role by agreeing to assign experienced staff, with sufficient resources, to work for the region in executing its vision.  In the long-term, we believe the establishment of a region-wide compact or authority will likely be necessary to effectively implement a bold rail vision for New England.   

In summary, the New England Rail Coalition appreciates the recent collaborative work of the New England transportation agencies; and we hope you will attend the upcoming New England Rail Summit and will work to ensure a successful summit that addresses the issues above and sets New England on a clear path to effectively execute a rail vision for the region.  

Respectfully,

Association for Public Transportation
Richard J. Arena

P.O. Box 51029

Boston, MA 02205

Fmr. Rep. John A. Businger (MA)

Vice Chair, North-South Rail Link Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)

33 St. Paul Street

Brookline, MA 02446

Connecticut Chapter, American Planning Association

John D. Pagini, Professional Development Officer

846 Silver Street

Coventry, CT  06238
Connecticut Public Interest Research Group

Phineas Baxandall, Ph.D.

44 Winter Street

Boston, MA 02108

Connecticut Southern Railroad

Charles Hunter, Director of State Relations-East, RailAmerica, Inc.

2 Federal Street, Suite 201
St. Albans, Vt. 05478
Conservation Law Foundation

Thomas F. Irwin, Senior Attorney

27 North Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

Environment America

Rob McCulloch

218 D Street SE, 2nd Floor

Washington, DC  20003
Environment Massachusetts

Ben Wright, Global Warming Advocate

44 Winter Street, Suite 401

Boston, MA  02108

Environment Maine

Paul Burns, Regional Program Director

9 Exchange Street

Portland, ME 04101
Environment New Hampshire

Paul Burns, Regional Program Director

30 South Main Street

Concord, NH 03301

Grow Smart Rhode Island

John A. Flaherty, Director of Research & Communications

235 Promenade Street, Suite 550

Providence, RI 02908

Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group

Lizzi Weyant, Staff Attorney

44 Winter Street

Boston, MA  02108

Massachusetts Smart Growth Alliance
Andre Leroux, Executive Director

15 Court Street, Suite 600

Boston, MA 02108

Representative David McCluskey (CT) (20th Assembly District)

Deputy Speaker, Connecticut House of Representatives

Legislative Office Building, Room 4110

Hartford, CT 06106-1591

Molly McKay

Transportation Chair, Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club

8 Riverbend Drive

Mystic, CT 06355
The National Corridors Initiative (founded 1989)
James P. RePass, President & CEO

59 Gates Street

Boston, MA 02127

New England Association of Regional Councils

Timothy W. Brennan

26 Central Street, Suite 34

West Springfield, MA 01089-2787

New England Central Railroad
Charles Hunter, Director of State Relations-East, RailAmerica, Inc.

2 Federal Street, Suite 201
St. Albans, Vt. 05478
New Hampshire Businesses for Transportation and Infrastructure

Mark Richardson, President 

135 Hitching Post Lane

Bedford, NH 03110

New Hampshire Planners Association

Christa Koehler, AICP

100 Market Street, Suite 204
Portsmouth, NH 03801

New Hampshire Railroad Revitalization Association

Peter J. Griffin, President

85 West Shore Road

Windham, NH 03087

New Public Transit Alliance

Jerry Elmer
c/o Sierra Club, Rhode Island Chapter
17 Gordon Avenue, Suite 208

Providence, RI  02905
North/South Rail Link Citizens Advisory Committee

Robert B. O’Brien, Chair

c/o CBT Architects

110 Canal Street

Boston, MA  02114
Omya Inc.

Erik Bohn, Director of Logistics - Region Americas

Three PSI Plaza, 61 Main Street

Proctor, VT 05765
Pioneer Valley Advocates for Commuter Rail

Herbert Singleton, President

P.O. Box 90845

Springfield, MA 01139

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission

Timothy W. Brennan, Executive Director

26 Central Street, Suite 34

West Springfield, MA 01089-2787

Rail Users’ Network
Richard Rudolph, Chair

55 River Road

Steep Falls, ME 04085
Rhode Island Public Interest Research Group
Phineas Baxandall, Ph.D.

44 Winter Street

Boston, MA 02108

Rockingham Planning Commission

Cliff Sinnott, Executive Director

156 Water Street

Exeter, NH  03833
Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission

David J. Preece, Executive Director and CEO

438 Dubuque Street

Manchester, NH  03102-3546

Trainriders/Northeast
Wayne Davis, Chair

Box 4869 Downtown Station

Portland, ME 04112

Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission
Peter G. Gregory, AICP, Executive Director

3117 Rose Hill
Woodstock, Vermont 05091
U.S. PIRG

John Krieger, Transportation Advocate

44 Winter Street, 4th Floor

Boston, MA  02108

Vermont Natural Resources Council

Brian Shupe, Sustainable Communities Program Director

9 Bailey Avenue

Montpelier, VT  05602

Vermont Public Interest Research Group

James Moore, Energy Advocate

141 Main Street, Suite 6

Montpelier, VT 05602
Vermont Rail Action Network
Christopher Parker, Executive Director
2121 Kurn Hattin Road 

Putney, VT 05346
Vermonters for a Clean Environment

Annette Smith, Executive Director

789 Baker Brook Road

Danby, VT  05739

1000 Friends of Connecticut

Heidi Green, President

PO Box 1988 -- 484 Farmington Avenue

Hartford, CT 06144-1988

cc: 
Lieutenant Governor Michael Fedele, State of Connecticut

Lieutenant Governor Timothy Murray, Commonwealth of Massachusetts


Lieutenant Governor Brian Dubie, State of Vermont

James A. Aloisi, Jr., Secretary of Transportation, MA Executive Office of Transportation

George N. Campbell, Jr., Commissioner, NH Department of Transportation

David Cole, Commissioner, Maine Department of Transportation

David Dill, Secretary of Transportation, Vermont Agency of Transportation

Michael Lewis, Director, Rhode Island Department of Transportation

Joseph F. Marie, Commissioner, CT Department of Transportation
     
John Shea, New England Governors’ Conference
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